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10 fight. His master the emperor had heard with disgust and
wild anger that the fleet which was to give him the command
of the Channel had appeared at Ferrol instead of at Brests
and had allowed itself to be turned from its goal by Gaidar's
less numerous squadron. In his vexation Napoleon sent his
admiral a letter taunting him with cowardice and bad seaman-
ship, and informing him that a successor had been sent to
supersede him.

To vindicate his courage, the unfortunate Yilleneuve deter-
mined to offer battle to Nelson before he was displaced from
command. The fleets met off Cape Trafalgar,
on October 21, 1805, with the result that might Of TraliVar.
have been expected. Nelson's vessels in two
columns burst into the midst of the ill-formed Franco-Spanish
line, and silenced or captured ship after ship by their splendid
gunnery. The allied rear and centre were annihilated before
their van could tack and come into action. Nineteen of
Villeneuve's ships, including his own, were taken, and one
blew up; only a remnant escaped into Cadiz. But Nelson
was mortally wounded by a musket-ball in the thick of the
fight. He lived long enough to hear that the victory was
complete, but expired ere night His work was done, for
Napoleon never again dared to send a large fleet to sea or
" to risk a general engagement. Had Nelson's indomitable soul
sustained his frail body for a few more years, there would
have been little but weary blockading work for him to do.
He had effectually put an end to all Napoleon's invasion
schemes, by destroying more than half the French and Spanish
ships which were to have swept the Channel and laid open the
shores of Kent.

The turning-point of the great naval campaign of 1805 had
Obeen Calder's indecisive action off Cape Finisterre.    The
moment it had been fought and Villeneuve had turned south-
ward, Napoleon had mentally* given up his idea of crossing
the Dover Strait*, and turned his attention to Continental